i94           GUSTAVE  FLAUBERT

together with the captain, gave vent to loud regrets
at Girbal's unsatisfactoriness and the sorry appearance
of his men.

Some workmen passed along the road singing the
"Marseillaise/' with Gorju among them brandishing a
stick; Petit was escorting them, with fire in his eyes.

"I don't like that!" said Marescot. "They are
making a great outcry, and getting too excited."

"Oh, bless my soul!" replied Coulon; "young
people must amuse themselves."

Foureau heaved a sigh. "Queer amusement! and
then the guillotine at the end of it!" He had visions
of the scaffold, and was anticipating horrors.

Chavignolles felt the rebound of the agitation in
Paris. The villagers subscribed to the newspapers.
Every morning people crowded to the post-office,
and the postmistress would not have been able to get
herself free from them had it not been for the cap-
tain, who sometimes assisted her. Then would fol-
low a chat on the green.

The first violent discussion was on the subject of
Poland.

Heurtaux and Bouvard called for its liberation.

M. de Faverges took a different view.

"What right have we to go there? That would
be to let loose Europe against us. No imprudence!"

And everybody approving of this, the two Poles
held their tongues.

On another occasion, Vaucorbeil spoke in favour
of Ledru-Rollin's circulars.

Foureau retorted with a reference to the forty-five
centimes.

"But the government," said P6cuchet, "has sup-
pressed slavery."